ISO     CONTRIBUTIONS TO " THE EXAMINER"

the public, which in proportion she does, and that volun-
tarily, beyond any of her subjects; but from her own nature,
generous and charitable to all that want or deserve; and in
order to exercise those virtues, denying herself all entertain-
ments of expense which many others enjoy. Then if we
look abroad, at least in Flanders, our arms have been
crowned with perpetual success in battles and sieges, not to
mention several fortunate actions in Spain. These facts
being thus stated, which none can deny, it is natural to ask
how we have improved such advantages, and to what account
they have turned ? I shall use no discouraging terms. When
a patient grows daily worse by the tampering of mounte-
banks, there is nothing left but to call in the best physicians
before the case grows desperate : But I would ask, whether
France or any other kingdom, would have made so little use
of such prodigious opportunities, the fruits whereof could
never have fallen to the ground, without the extremest
degree of folly and corruption, and where those have lain,
let the world judge ? Instead of aiming at peace, while we
had the advantage of the war, which has been the perpetual
maxim of all wise states, it has been reckoned factious and
malignant even to express our wishes for it; and such a
condition imposed, as was never offered to any prince who
had an inch of ground to dispute; Quae enim est conditlo
pads; in qua ei cum quo pacem facias', nihil concedipotest 11

It is not obvious to conceive what could move men who
sat at home, and were called to consult upon the good of
the kingdom, to be so utterly averse from putting an end to
a long expensive war, which the victorious, as well as con-
quered side, were heartily weary of. Few or none of them
were men of the sword ; they had no share in the honour ;
they had made large fortunes, and were at the head of all
affairs* But they well knew by what tenure they held their
power ; that the Qu[een] saw through their designs, that they
had entirely lost the hearts of the clergy; that the landed
men were against them; that they were detested by the
body of the people; and that nothing bore them up but
their credit with the bank and other stocks, which would be
neither formidable nor necessary when the war was at an

1 " For what condition of peace is that in which nothing is conceded
him with whom you are making peace?"   [T. S.]